RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 9 March 1838;— /br, 



Copy of all CORRESPONDENCE between the Irish Government and 
Mr. Howley, or any other Person or Persons, relative to the Appointment of 
High Sheriff and Sub-sheriff for the County of Sligo for the present Year. 



(True Copy.) 

Dublin Castle. T. DRUMMOND. 



SiRj Dublin Castle, 1 March 1838. 

HAVING communicated to the Lord Lieutenant that you considered yourself 
bound, in the event of your being selected to fill the office of High Sheriff for 
Sligo, to nominate Mr. Colgan your Sub-sheriff, I am directed to acquaint you, 
that having placed yourself under this obligation, his Excellency regrets it is 'not 
in his power to confirm your appointment to the shrievalty. 

Although his Excellency does not deem it necessary, generally, to interfere with 
the discretion vested by law in the High Sheriff to appoint his subordinate officers, 
yet when a case is brought before him in which a reasonable objection is shown to 
the selection of a particular individual for the office of Sub-sheriff, his Excellency 
deems it his duty to interpose, and, if need be, prevent such appointment. A Sub- 
sheriff has most important functions to discharge. The almost absolute selection 
of juries is in his hands ; and, practically, he possesses the right to call out the 
military and constabulary. In the exercise of these very extensive powers, much 
firmness, discretion, and impartiality are required. There are, indeed, few offices 
which require the possession of such qualities to a greater degree. 

In the present case it is admitted that Mr. Colgan is an apprentice to an 
attorney; and his Excellency cannot regard a person so situated, and who, in fact, 
is not a free agent, as fit to be placed in a situation of so much responsibility. 

If, consistently with his sense of public duty, his Excellency could have sanc- 
tioned your proposed appointment of Mr. Colgan, he is aware that, in nomi- 
nating you High Sheriff, with that gentleman as your Sub-sheriff, he should have 
placed these offices in the hands of persons on whose attachment to his govern- 
ment he might firmly rely ; but, in deciding on this question, his Excellency could 
not allow his determination to be influenced by considerations of a political 
nature. 

Under these circumstances, his Excellency regrets that he cannot avail himself 
of your services as High Sheriff for the ensuing year. 

I have, &c. 

Edward Howley, Esq. (signed) T. Drummond. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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